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Important words
Now practise these words with your teacher.

-ay
may

stay

tray

way

play

sway

day

pay

always

say

away

today

Clues
Solve the clues and write your answers.  All of the answers will have the 
‘-ay’ pattern.  Not all of them are in the box.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Not work.

Something you do in church.

Something that horses would eat.

The opposite of ‘never’.

You could put your mug and plate on this.
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o

i

Middle sounds
Circle the pictures with the middle sound of the letter on the left.  Check 
the sound with the picture.  It has to be the short vowel sound.

Today and yesterday
Look at these examples.

Now you try.

Today, I play in the garden.

Today, he stays at home.

Today, I look for my ball.
Yesterday, I ___________ ___________ ____________ ___________.

1.

2.

3.

Today, he stays in the house.
Yesterday, he ___________ ___________ ____________ ___________.

Today, she jumps off the swing.
Yesterday, she ___________ ___________ ____________ 

Yesterday, I played in the garden.

Yesterday, he stayed at home.

e
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1. You ____________ not miss school.

3. I would like to do jobs to get _____________ money.

6. Dad _____________ not start his car this morning.

8. I can’t remember _____________ I left my bag!

10. She _____________ we could go home at lunchtime.

2. They _____________ always away on holiday.

4. Mum is very busy. There are too _____________ 
    jobs to do.

9. My friends have not _____________ their homework
    yet, but I have finished mine.

5. I _____________ want to miss my piano lesson.

7. Jack has not _____________ to school today, 
   because he is not feeling well.

could

should

were

where

said

some

many

done

gone

don’t

Tricky Words
See if you can choose the right word to complete the sentence.
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ymd nbovow two rnd wnbut seven nbb bhtw fine hap amb

prq yns olp three byw wut niue nwn nsb zasno twelve wyw

ten wm tpn tem tuwus six bvt nxt pwt nine nyr nwsda tow

wst ome nwo eight toj qmn vebnt four pbn binsbw ysw net

five wsd qam bov onne tr eleven tqu tree nld wky dja puy

ane wn fine ht yi wh zeven one pho npt man znx out tpy bbn

tow wst ome pbn thirteen ysw ndw ymd nbo bin lsbw yvow 

Word Tracking
Find and circle as many number words as you can.  The frog will make it a 
bit trickier!

Numbers
Write the number words into the correct spaces.

1 8

3 10

2 9

4 11

5 12

6 13

7
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Reading Practice
Read the words in the box together.  Then read the story.

True or false?
Read the sentences and tick the right box. True    False

daysunny going watch rugby happy

team maybebetter tennis playing today

1. Jack plays rugby in the school team.

2. Anya doesn’t like to play tennis.

3. Arin wants to be in the school team.

I’m glad we can go and see this rugby game.  I want to be in the team, 
but I can’t play well yet.  I will see if I can play rugby with my friends 
in the park or at home in the garden.  Then I will get better and maybe 
get into the team.  

Anya does not want to see the rugby.  She likes to play tennis and she’s 
playing in the park today with her friends.

 

Arin watching rugby at the park         

It is a sunny day today and we are going to the park to 
watch Jack play rugby.  He is playing for our school and 
he’s very happy to be in the school team.
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Now choose the right word to complete these sentences.

A verb is a word for ‘doing’ or ‘being’.  Look at the verb below.

Verb Practice

I want
he wants
it wants

they want

you want
she wants
we want

the girl wants

1. He ___________ to go home.

2. She just ___________ a new dress.

3. Do you ___________ to go to the shop?

4. They ___________ to buy some toys.

5. I ___________ to go on the bus.

6. Do they ___________ to drink some milk?

7. We ___________ a new football.

8. She ___________ to go to sleep.

9. They ___________ to be friends.

10. I ___________ to live by the park.



© The Learning Staircase Ltd 2025

Workbook 3 - Unit 1

3-1-7

Sp
ee

dr
ea

di
ng

Ti
m

es
:

sh
ou

ld

co
ul

d

st
ay

al
w

ay
s

m
ay

sw
ay

m
an

y

so
m

e

aw
ay

w
ay

co
ul

d

go
ne

w
er

e

do
n’

t

do
ne

sh
ou

ld

to
da

y

sa
y

so
m

e

tr
ay

sa
id

ei
gh

t

pl
ay

sa
ys

da
y

sa
ys

w
he

re

pa
y



© The Learning Staircase Ltd 2025

Workbook 3 - Unit 1

3-1-8

Teacher Feedback

could should

I                  like to go shopping.

would were

They                want to stay here.

said   some

We                they could help us.          

don’t  gone
says  many

They have                on holiday.

Handwriting Practice
Write over the words first and then write them again in the spaces.

Now write these sentences.  You can choose words to fill the gaps.  Don’t 
forget full stops!


