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The current landscape

“Literacy is essential for achievement across the 

curriculum.”

“Research has demonstrated a significant relationship between literacy 

and the ability to reason efficiently and critically.”

EducationHub, 2022
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The current landscape - PISA results

Results are deteriorating – although Australia is 

above the OECD average.

Australia has dropped around 

30 points.
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The current landscape

Nearly 1 in 5 Australian students start secondary school at or 

below minimum standards for literacy.

PISA 2018 tested 14,000 Australian students.  

Percentage of illiterate 15-year-olds had grown to 

almost 20%.

Around 40% were unable to read at a ‘proficient standard’.
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Some Australian Studies

Few secondary schools are consistently providing 

students with support they are confident will make a 

difference.

A third of school staff said they found it difficult to identify 

students who are struggling.

ACER study, 2022
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Some Australian Studies
ACER study, 2022

Some teachers also lack confidence about which 

foundational skills to prioritise and how to organise support 

in secondary education.

One concern was that interventions are often aimed at 

providing access to curriculum material at the current year 

level, rather than developing missing foundational skills.



© The Learning Staircase Ltd, 2021 3

Bridging the Literacy Gap

stepsweb.com

Some Australian Studies
ACER study, May 2023
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Tier 1

Tier 3

Tier 2
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Course Scope & Sequence

Grammar & Content
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Identifying Needs and Reporting

Every student takes the Placement Test when they first go 

onto StepsWeb.  

Placement Test analyses each student’s literacy knowledge 

and places them at the right Level of the Course. 
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RTLB 6 Whole-Year Group 

Research Study 2023 

On average, students gained 

14 months in spelling age after 

using StepsWeb consistently 

for just 6 months.

Bridging the Literacy Gap

stepsweb.com

Bridging the Literacy Gap

stepsweb.com



© The Learning Staircase Ltd, 2021 9

Bridging the Literacy Gap

stepsweb.com

Bridging the Literacy Gap

stepsweb.com



© The Learning Staircase Ltd, 2021 10

Bridging the Literacy Gap

stepsweb.com

Bridging the Literacy Gap

stepsweb.com

Caters for the needs of all your students

Caters for whole-school, but also for students needing extra 

support.  

Dyslexic and other struggling students

Students with English as a second language
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In summary

We hope you’ve found this webinar useful – please feel 

free to send in feedback and any questions.  

ros@stepsweb.com


